





KEEPING CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS

Christmas is the celebration of

the birth of Jesus of Nazareth

who is not only God’s only begotten

Son but God Himself in the

flesh. Giving gifts during this

celebration of Christ’s birth is

supposed to remind us of God’s

generosity (John 3:16) and

encourage us to imitate our

heavenly Father (Matthew

5:48). During this season we often place a pine tree in our home and
call it a Christmas tree. A Christmas tree is meant to remind us of
Christ. It is a symbol of Christ. It is evergreen to remind us of God’s
endless love and the gift of eternal life. Its shape points toward
heaven, our true home. Since it is a symbol of Christ we place our gifts
beneath the tree asking for Him to bless them and accept them
because the gifts we give to others are the gifts we give to Him
(Matthew 25:40).

So how do we truly practice what we preach and “keep Christ in
Christmas”? Pope Benedict XVI recently suggested the simple practice
of families placing a Nativity Scene in a prominent place in the
home. Here are three more suggestions to make Christ the focus of
Christmas.

First, try to buy gifts that are faith oriented, learning oriented or both
such as Catholic Christian books, videos and games.

Second, make your own gifts. Everyone has some natural ability or
talent that they can use to create a gift. It can be anything from a
painting to a birdhouse or baked goods to quilts.

Third, give a gift that has eternal value. A suggestion would be to have
a drawing with family member names (such as a "“Secret Santa”)
during a family event like Thanksgiving. From that day forward begin
gathering spiritual gifts for the person you have chosen. Say extra
prayers like the rosary. Go to Eucharistic adoration and pray for their
intentions. Offer to God special sacrifices like not drinking coffee for
the entire Advent season or fasting one day a week for the other
person. Throughout Advent keep that special person close to your
heart in prayer and continually offer to God all your prayers, works,
joys, sorrows, sufferings, and sacrifices for their intentions. You may
even want to keep a journal of these acts of love and on Christmas
present the person with a letter or card explaining how you continually
brought them, their intentions and well-being before God. This is a
powerful, beautiful gift that no material object could ever replace. Our
cards and letters fit wonderfully beneath the tree but the gifts that
those cards and letters symbolize couldn't fit under any tree even if it
were upside-down!

Other Christmas Activities
Pray with your family when lighting your Advent wreath
Participate in Family Advent Day/Living Nativity (Dec 6)
Participate in Parish Christmas Covered Dish Celebration (Dec 12)
Attend the Parish Reconciliation (Dec 15)
Support the Mom to Mom Cookie Walk (Dec 20)

“Be Inspired To Give
By the Word of God”

The Liturgy Committee will again be
sponsoring a stewardship opportunity with
our Christmas Giving Project. This year we
will be using books of the Bible along with an
inspirational quote on the cards that will
hang on our giving tree such as: "Share with
God's people who are in need." (Romans 12:13)

The cards with the requests will be hanging
beginning at the start of Advent the
weekend of Nov. 28 and 29. The cards will
be available during the first two weeks of
Advent or until they are all taken. Gifts are
due back by Thursday, December 17 so they
can be distributed to the families in time
for Christmas.

Why not take advantage of this opportunity
to share with those less fortunate?

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

Parish Reconciliation Service
Tuesday, December 15
7:30 PM

Christmas Eve Masses
Thursday, December 24
4:00 PM - Children’s Choir
7:00 PM—Youth Music Ministry
12:00 AM Midnight Mass—Adult Choir

Christmas Day Masses
Friday, December 25
10:00 AM
12:00 Noon

New Year’s Eve
Thursday, December 31
5:00 PM

New Year’s Day
Friday, January 1
9:00 AM



Our Mission Statement

As a parish family of
St. Francis de Sales Church,
we are committed
to stewardship as our way of life.
We place God first in all things.
centered in the real presence
of Jesus in the Eucharist,
we devote ourselves
to proclaim the Gospel.
We are dedicated to grow
as a faith community
to holiness through prayer, sacraments
and service to all God’s people.

Update on our Food Pantry

We have served 726 families for the year,
which are 58 more than last year. We are
estimating that we will be serving 60
families for Thanksgiving but this number
will probably be higher. We have seen an
increase in new families to our pantry,
which is primarily due to unemployment
and illness. St. Francis partakes in a
federal and state program, which allows us
to obtain food free of charge or at
substantial savings. We are blessed to
have wonderful and dedicated volunteers
for our pantry who work 52 weeks a year
to pack bags, stock shelves, and pick up
food from local stores and suppliers. We
receive donations of food from many of
our parishioners, schools and local
community organizations and
businesses and our religious education
department contributes many hours of
service in various forms of activities from
just helping in the pantry to making candy
trays for Thanksgiving.

We are always in need of replacing items as
nothing stays in our pantry for very
long. We give at least one shopping cart
worth of food to a family and depending on
the size of the family, we will give more than
that. We are open by appointment on
Wednesday and Thursday from 9 AM to
Noon. We also try to give the families
information on food stamps, disability,
medical insurance, heating, utilities, jobs and
how to get a free
emergency cell
phone.

It all comes down to
Jesus’ words "Love
one another as I
have loved
you." We can do no
less.
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A HARVEST CELEBRATION

Delicious tamales and fresh pico de
gallo were among the abundant traditional
foods served at this year’s Harvest Dinner.
The Mustard Seed Migrant Ministry
hosted the second annual Day of the Dead
Celebration on Saturday November 7.

Mexican culture celebrates this feast
by honoring those who have passed from
this earthly world by preparing the favorite
foods of the deceased. Once the meal is
prepared, the family gathers for a small prayer service where they invite the
departed to join them at the table and share the feast.

The chefs were friends of the ministry, Mexican women who generously
shared their skills and traditions to assist in the celebration. Hours of preparation
went into creating the enormous dinner of pork, chicken, beef, and rice as well as
desserts of cake and flan.

To honor those who are departed, a table displaying photos of loved ones who
have passed stood at the front of our social hall. Candles and flowers surrounded
the photos.

In addition to the feast, children who have grown up under the care and
guidance of the Mustard Seed House gave several talks. These young ladies who
m credit the Sisters and the ministry for their
never-ending love and support told stories of
growth, enrichment, courage and hope. All in
S attendance shared a beautiful evening!

@ Donations received from the dinner will
help to support the work of Sisters Pam and
Fran and their mission to help and care for the
migrant worker children in Pine Island.

People helping people...

Over 400 friends and family of Jim DiZenzo gathered at St. Francis de
Sales on October 3 for a wonderful event to help raise funds for Jim
and his family. Jim, who had a bilateral lung transplant on June 12,
spoke of the ordeal and the love and support that he received from
his family, church community and neighbors. We all wish Jim
continued good health!



